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*Preelectiones In Jonamy (1579) are also
assigned to Wright. He died about 1596 (cf.
DEVKREUX, Lives of the Devereux JEarls of
Essex).

Another EGBERT WEIGHT (1556P-1624)
was son of John Wright of Wright's Bridge,
Essex. He matriculated as a pensioner of
Trinity College, Cambridge, on 21 May 1571,
and graduated B.A. 1574, and M.A. 1578.
He was an ardent Calvinist, and revived
ordination at Antwerp from Villiers or Cart-
wright in the Genevan form. At Cambridge
he became acquainted with Robert, second
lord Rich, and about 1580 acted as his chap-
Iain in his house, Great Leighs, Esses, where
he held religious meetings (STRIPE, ./iy&Her,
pp. 54sec[.) He was incorporated M. A. of Ox-
ford on 11 July 1581. After several efforts
on Bishop Aylmer's part to obtain the arrest
of Wright, he and his patron were examined
in the court of ecclesiastical commission in
October 1581 in the presence of Lord Burgh-
ley. It was shown that Wright had asked,
in regard to the solemnisation of the queen's
accession day (17 Nov.), 'If they would
make it an holy day, and so make our queen
an idol.' Wright was committed to the
Fleet prison. Next year the prison-keeper
on his own authority permitted him to visit
his wife in Essex, but complaint was made
of this lenient treatment to Lord Burghley.
Wright appealed for mercy to Burghley, who
replied by informing him of the charges
brought against him. Wright sent a volu-
minous answer (STBYTE, Annals, in. ii.
228). He seems to have returned to prison
and remained there till September 1582,
when he declared his willingness to sub-
scribe to i his good allowance of the mini- |
stry of the church of England and to the
Book of Common Prayer.' After giving
sureties for his future conformity, he was j
released. He was subsequently rector of!
Dennington, Suffolk, from 1589 till his death
in 1624.

[Wood's Athene Qxon. iv. 800, Fasti, i. 215;
Cooper's AthenseCantabr.ii. 223; Laud's Works;
Gardiner's Registers of Wadham College; Beres-
ford's Lichfield in Diocesan Histories, p, 235;
Foster's Alumni Oxon. 1500-1714; Strype's
Works.]                                               S. L.

WRIGHT, alias DAKYEBS, ROBERT,
called VISCOUNT PTTBBECK (1621-1674).
[See DAHVEBS.]

WRIGHT, SIB ROBERT (d. 1689), lord
chief justice, was the son of Jennyn Wright
of Wangford in Suffolk, by his wife Anne,
daughter <tf Richard Bacheroft of Bexwell
in Norfolk. He was Descended from a family
long seated at Kelverstone in jNorfolk, and

was educated at the free school at Thetfowl,
graduating B.A. from Peterfiouse, Cam-
bridge, in 1658 and M.A. in 1061. He
entered Lincoln's Inn on 14 June 1654, and
after being called to the bar went the Norfolk
circuit. According to Roger North (16*53-
1734) [q. v.j he was l a comely person, airy
and flourishing both in his habits and way of
living,' but a very poor lawyer. He was a
friend of Francis North (afterwards Baron
Guilford) [q. v.j, and relied implicitly on him
when required to give a written opinion.
Although by marrying the daughter of the
bishop of Ely he obtained a good practice,
1 his voluptuous unthinking course of life'
led Mm Into great embarrassments. Tiiese
he evaded by pledging Ms estate to Francis
North, and afterwards mortgaging it to &ir
Walter Plummer, fraudulently tendering
him an affidavit that It was clear of all en-
cumbrances. On 10 April 1068 Wright was
returned to parliament for King's Lynn (cf.
Gal. State Papers, Dom. 1667-8, pp. 385,
339). In 1678 he was appointed counsel
for the university of Cambridge, and in Au-
gust 1679 he was elected deputy recorder of
the town. In October 1678 he fell under
suspicion of being concerned In the popish
plot, Coleman having been in Ms company
the Sunday before he was committed. On
31 Oct. the matter was brought by the speaker
before the House of Commons, which ordered
Wright's chambers In Lincoln's Inn and his
lodgings to be searched. As nothing was
found to incriminate Mm, he was declared
completely exculpated (Journals of the Home
of Commons, ix. 524-5). In Easter 1679 he
was made a serjeant, and on 12 May 1680
he was made a king's Serjeant (LTTTTEELL,
Brief Historical Relation, I. 43), He was
knighted on 15 May, and In 1681 was ap-
pointed chief justice of Glamorgan.
At this time his fortunes were at low
ebb. He had made the acquaintance of
Jeffreys, and had acquired his regard, it Is
said, by his ability as a mimic. He went
to him and implored his assistance. Jeffreys
had recourse to the king, and In spite of tlie
objections of Francis North, who was then
lord keeper of the great seal, procured his
nomination on 27 Oct. 1684 as a baron ol
the exchequer (ib, L 818). On 10 Feb.
1684-5 he was elected recorder of Cam-
bridge. James II selected him to accompany
Jeffreys on the western assize after Mon-
mouth's rebellion, and on his return removed
him on II Oct. to the king's bench. In 1686,
in the case of Sir Edward Hales [q. v.]>
Wright- gave an opinion In favour of the
dispensing power, when consulted by Sir
Edward Herbert (1648P-1698) [q. v.j, pre~